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A Result Of Union 
Sir: 


A local insurance agent, faith- 


ful steward and treasurer of a 
i0cal Methodist Church, serving 
free, told me how he was instruct- 
ed not to write the renewal policy 
on a local building because the in- 
surance would be written from 
New York, the building now being 
under care of the Woman’s Di- 
vision. 

True copy of portion of the ste- 
ward’s letter trying to keep the in- 
surance through his office: 

“It was my understanding, 
when the churches were united, 
all things would be equal, nation- 
wide, but the practicing attitude 
is entirely different, I see. In cen- 
tralizing the insurance program 
(as you put it), it seems to me 
that the insurance committee is 
penny wise and pound foolish, be- 
cause the Methodist churches of 
the South contribute their portion 
of the monies used to pay the in- 
surance covering properties in the 
South ... You will also find there 
are others who share the same 
feelings as I about the procedure 
regarding transferring all of the 
Woman’s Division insurance up 

I make no comment, but I ask 
one question. In the event of 
union, will our insurance be 
written from New York or Phila- 
delphia? Many thanks for all you 
are doing. 

T. SHEP CLARK 


AucustTaA, Ga. 


Sir: 

I read with much interest and 
agreement Dr. Bell’s article on 
the Montreat Platform. It has 
been my privilege to attend at 
least one conference each summer 
at Montreat for the past several 
years. As a young layman and 
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business man, this is precious 
time to me and [I anxiously look 
forward to the Bible Hour and 
Sunday Services as a time of in- 
spiration, not confusion. 


It seems to me that to substi- 
tute the preaching of God’s Word 
with secondary and controversial 
matters is an abuse of the plat- 
form, and a golden opportunity to 
lift men’s souls is lost. Men today 
are hungry for God’s Word, and 
lives that are dedicated to Christ 
and under the guidance of His 
Holy Spirit will certainly bear 
much fruit in correcting the indi- 
vidual, economic, social and na- 
tional evils of our land. I think 
the leaders of the Montreat pro- 
grams are to be highly commended 
for the Bible Hour and Sunday 
speakers for the past few years. 
The messages that have helped me 
most are those that have opened 
the Word of God to my heart. 

Two paragraphs in Dr. Bell’s 
article I thought were particularly 
good. I quote: “It is our observa- 
tion that people are starved today 
for spiritual food and they look 


forward to the Bible Hour and 
Sunday Services at Montreat to 
supply them with the inspiration 
for which their souls long. If, in- 
stead of a spiritual blessing, they 
hear a discussion of social prob- 
lems, ecumenicity, etc., etc., they 
go away unsatisfied, and, if they 
disagree with the speaker, they go 
away resentful that this hour of 
inspiration has been utilized for 
something else’... “On the other 
hand, strengthen the platform at 
Montreat for spiritual inspiration, 
for loyalty to and clear teaching 
of the Bible and you will 
strengthen our Church where it 
sorely needs strengthening in this 
hour of national and international 
crisis.”’ 


I think that the thoughts of 
these two paragraphs should not 
only determine the policy of the 
Montreat Services referred to 
above, in these troublesome times, 
but should also be a guide to 
every Christian pulpit in the land. 


Yours very truly, 


HERMAN BEST 
SHELBY, N. C. 


THE DIFFERENCE 


Walter Lippman, the newspaperman, in concluding his imaginary 
dialogue between a Modernist and a Fundamentalist, makes the 
Modernist ask that the question be discussed without heat. But 
the Fundamentalist says: ‘‘Has it ever occurred to you that this 
advice is easier for you to follow than for me?” “How so?” asked 
the Modernist. “Because for me, an eternal plan of salvation is at 
stake. For you there is nothing at stake but a few tentative opin- 
ions, none of which means anything to your happiness. Your re- 
quest that I should be tolerant and amiable is, therefore, a sug- 
gestion that I submit the foundation of my life to the destructive 
efforts of your skepticism, your indifference, and your good nature. 
You ask me to smile and to commit suicide.””’ —Heart and Life. 
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EDITORIAL 


SEEING JESUS: 
The Face Of Jesus 


“His countenance was as the sun shineth in 
his strength.” Rev. 1:16. 


There are three places in which we see the glory 
of God; in Nature, in the Bible, and in the face of 
Jesus Christ. Many artists have tried to paint the 
face of Jesus, each one different. We have his face 
pictured for us in this glorious vision of the risen 
and ascended Christ. 


What an ugly world this would be without the 
sun! Most of its beauty would be gone: all the 
gorgeous flowers, all the lovely clouds with their 
rainbows, all the birds with their lovely colors, all 
the green grass and the colorful trees on the moun- 
tains. What a cold world this would be! The whole 
earth covered with snow and ice. What a dead 
world! All the life of plants and animals departed. 


Our old world is hideous today in its moral and 
spiritual aspect. What would it be without Jesus? 
What if He had not come? If the Sun of righteous- 
ness had not risen with healing and beauty? The 
beauty of His holy, harmless life; of His lowly un- 
selfish service ; of His loving sacrifice; of His trans- 
forming power as He turns sinners into saints. The 
only beauty which lasts is soul-beauty, and this has 
come to the world through Jesus. 


What a cold world this would be without Him! 
The hatred and selfishness and indifference; the 
cold, murderous world which kills and destroys. Into 
this sort of world has come the love of Jesus. 
Whether looked at through the telescope of ‘““God so 
loved the world,” or through the microscope of, ‘“‘He 
loved me and gave himself for me,” it is a love that 
passes our comprehension. 


What a dead world without Jesus! In Him was 
life; and the life was the light of men. Death reigns 
everywhere until Jesus Christ comes as the sun 
shining in his strength. He that hath the Son hath 
life, but he that hath not the Son of God hath not 


life, 


Open the windows and doors of your soul and 
let the sun shine, in all His beauty, love, and life- 
giving power. —J.K.P. 


There Are Many 
Absolutes 


Chief Justice Vinson wrote the majority opinion 
of Supreme Court with reference to the constitu- 
tionality of the Smith Act, thereby making possible 
the adequate prosecution of Communists who have 
been active in their attempts to overthrow our gov- 
ernment. 


We are in hearty agreement that neither our Con- 
stitution nor the Bill of Rights ever contemplated 
that these guarantees of personal liberty should be 
used as protection and license to destroy the very 
freedoms they make possible. 


However, there was one phrase on this decision 
which has caused considerable discussion and ad- 
verse comment. It is as follows: “Nothing is more 
certain in modern society than the principle that 
there are no absolutes ... all concepts are relative.” 


If this has reference to man and man-made laws 
and philosophies there is an element of truth in it, 
although such a statement has the assumption of an 
absolute itself. But, we are concerned because the 
denial of the presence of absolutes in this world is 
to deny God and His law. Already we are suffering 
from the effects of such humanistic philosophy. 


In a recent issue of T'he Christian Century, Dr. 
J. Edward Carothers writes on the subject: “Name 
The Absolutes!” It is a depressing article, for, after 
quoting from a number of modern writers, such as 
Stace of Princeton, who says in essence: “Maybe 
we'll make it and maybe we won't, but in any case 
a religious faith which believes that man is under 
obligation to God in any absolute way is just as 
false as a religious faith in God’s ‘present help in 
time of trouble.’’’ Dr. Carothers sums up the var- 
ious arguments by presenting one and only one ab- 
solute: “Love never fails.” However, to avoid pos- 
sible undesirable connotations he defines love as: 
“connections of mutual support.” 


When men leave the authority and the assurances 
of the Bible there is no limit on how far they will 
go in trying to build up a rationalized religion. It is 
true that love and concern for the welfare of our 
fellow man can be an absolute but that love must 
have its origin in God and in His Son. 


But, there are many absolutes and these are found 
in the doctrines of evangelical Christianity. There 
is the absolute of the person of God Himself; His 
righteousness; His justice, His holiness; His truth; 
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His eternal being; His love. 4// of these are abso- 
lutes. Disobedience to and rebellion against God, 
with the certainty of the judgment of sin is also an 
absolute. Again, God’s redemptive work for man 
through the atoning death of our Lord is an abso- 
lute. 


Quoting as a fact, although not necessarily with 
approval, Dr. Carothers says: ‘Our chief trouble is 
that we do not have the feeling that distinctions be- 
tween bad and good are registered within the judg- 
ment halls of eternity in such a way that the conse- 
quences of behavior have ultimate personal mean- 
ing. We do not believe in heaven or hell nor any 
sort of modern version either.’”’ In other words, the 
modern religion which many profess under the name 
of “Christianity” is not Christianity at all but a sys- 
tem of ethics having to do with man’s relationship 
to man. This religion teaches that inherent in man 
there lies the ability to treat his neighbor as he 
should and this dormant ability is to be developed 
through education and evoluntionary progression. 
To this end Jesus is useful as an example of love 
and unselfish devotion to an ideal. 


The article ends with this enlightening (?) para- 
graph: “On the other hand, he who abides in terms 
of the absolute value of establishing and maintain- 
ing ‘connections of mutual support’ may be able to 
prove to ‘modern society’ that there is one absolute 
which seems to have demonstrable existence. Just as 
apples still move to the surface of the earth, no 
matter how we describe the event, so does love in 
human relationships solve every problem; that is, it 
does when it is the kind of love which can be de- 
scribed in terms of creation and maintenance of ‘con- 
nections of mutual support.’ ” 


When one considers the involved and often mean- 
ingless phrases of men, the simplicity of the Gospel 
should rejoice our hearts. The Gospel is the message 
of God’s love for lost sinners who through faith in 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, find themselves new 
creatures in Him and find provided for them a 
dynamic by which to live, not only to honor Him 
but also to love and help our fellow men. 


The absolutes revealed to us in the Bible are as 
unchanging as the God of Whose truth they are a 
part. 

“But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that 
are lost: in whom the god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them- which believe not, lest 
the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto them.” 
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SALVATION— 


Impossible With Men... 
Possible With God 


“With God all things are possible.” 
Mark 10:27. 


Current thinking has gotten into the habit of re- 
presenting God as a kind of distant or deistic God 
standing off watching to see what men will do with 
the salvation He has offered them. 


Some go so far as to say that God is limited or 
self-limited and can do nothing for man until man 
exercises faith, or until he surrenders his will to 
God. Even Presbyterians are, at times, guilty of this 
Pelagian glorifying of the human will. But the Bible 
does not divide the glory of salvation between God 
and the will of man. It says let him that glorieth, 
glory in the Lord Who put us in Christ Jesus. (I 
Cor. 1:30-31). 


In particular, this current mode of thinking is 
contrary to that of our blessed Lord as given in 
Mark’s account of the discussion with and about the 
rich young ruler. There the issue is “inheriting 
eternal life,’ “entering into the Kingdom,” “being 
saved.” 


And speaking to this issue, Jesus says that with 
man this is impossible—as utterly impossible as it is 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle. But 
Christ did not stop there. He went on to say that 
what is impossible for men is possible with God, yes, 
that with God all things are possible. 


Jesus thus taught an unlimited, omnipotent God 
who is most free, most absolute, most sovereign over 
all His creatures. His right hand brings salvation. 
God does offer us salvation, but He does not merely 
offer us salvation. “‘He saved us and called us with 
a holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to His own purpose and grace that were 
given us in Christ Jesus before times eternal.” 


Faith, as Nygren points out in his commentary on 
Romans, is not the human condition upon which 
God is dependent and by which He is allegedly 
limited. Faith is the first sign of the new age, of 
the power of God working salvation in our hearts. 
It is the illumination of the Holy Spirit by which 
we see and enter the Kingdom of God. Peter, flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My 
Father which is in heaven. Faith is the evidence that 
God has begun His good work in us—God who will 
carry on that good work unto the day of Jesus 
Christ. 


Therefore, brethren, do not be filled with fear 
even if your faith seems imperfect, little and weak. 
“If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed.” Even 
weak faith does it—for even the faint glow witnesses 
the gracious Presence. Faith testifies in the first 
place to His hold on us, and only in the second place 
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to our hold on Him. The second may waver, the 
first never fails. Wherever there is a broken heart 
or a wounded spirit there is the Spirit of faith, the 
Holy Spirit who gives faith, to comfort. 


This is our Reformed or Calvinistic faith. For we 
see ‘at the center of the religious experience of Cal- 
vin, not the Person of Christ only, but the Sovereign 
Action of God, who enlightens by His Word, shows 
Himself as Redeemer in Christ, and transforms the 
heart by His Holy Spirit.” (Fuhrmann, God-Cen- 
tered Religion.) 


And God who is almighty in salvation is almighty 
in the Church and in the World. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ is now at the right hand of God. He can, 
and in His own time and way, He will carry on His 
Church until He presents it to Himself without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing. He is not limited 
to or by our weak witness, but He can and will 
graciously use such poor instruments as we are for 
His own glory, for the good of His Church, for the 
light of the world. —Wm.C.R. 


When Christians Are Revived 
HAPPENSP 


Certainly one of the first effects of revival on a 
Christian is a renewed joy in the fact of salvation 
itself. Men never appreciate what it is to be saved 
until they are brought face to face with that from 
which they have been saved. 


We believe the next result is one of joy in Chris- 
tian fellowship. The Church and its meetings and 
obligations assume a new importance in our plans 
and in our work and we rejoice in the company of 
those who, too, have a like precious hope. 


With this joy of salvation there also comes a 
deepened sense of responsibility, a sense of obliga- 
tion to pray for and talk to those who are still out 
of Christ. This concern finds expression in definite 
prayer for individuals and in personal work. 


Then, a revived Christian looks into his own per- 
sonal life, his habits; his business practices, even his 
business itself; his forms of amusement, his manner 
of conversation; he examines the way he lives and 
talks in the light of his position as a Christian and 
his influence on others. 


A Christian to whom has come a renewed Chris- 
tian experience also develops a hunger for God’s 
Word, a desire to know what God has said and to 
read of the experiences of the saints of old. He finds 
the Bible a new book, a constant source of wonder 
and joy. 


And then, a revived Christian catches a vision of 
the need of the world. He is not content to have all 
of this joy and hope for himself or for his family 
and acquaintances alone—he realizes, perhaps for 
the first time, that the great mission of the Church 
is to go and make disciples of all nations, 
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These are some of the reasons why revival can 
mean so much to us as individuals, to our Church, 


and to the world. —L.N.B. 


The Root Of Our 
Troubles 


The false optimism of the past generation, with 
regard to the nature and condition of man, is largely 
gone. But we live now in an age of superficial 
diagnoses and solutions. There is still failure to 
realize the real depth of man’s misery and lost con- 
dition, and his total dependence on the salvation 
which is alone in Christ Jesus. And there is still 
unwillingness to recognize that the root of the 
Western world’s troubles is its departure from. the 
fundamentals of the Christian faith. We need not 
wonder that the apostasy which has eaten so deeply 
into our ecclesiastical life has had its effect in a 
tragic moral and spiritual deterioration and decay. 
The Bible faithfully records the effects of apostasy 
in the life of Israel, and warns us that it cannot be 
otherwise, in any age, or for any people. 


Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, of Fuller Seminary, 
recently called attention to this toll of departure 
from the Word of God: “Modern Liberalism 
kicked away the ladder up which our Western 
culture had climbed out of the mire of the slums of 
paganism ... Before we were through with a genera- 
tion of Liberalism — in which the Liberals had 
captured the great denominations, their publishing 
houses, their seminaries and colleges in great number, 
their funds, and their big city and university 
churches—we were going to be face to face with the 
death hour of Western culture, with an era that 
began with Christ and that ended with a sickness 
unto death ... Nothing is clearer than that Funda- 
mentalism, even though it may not always have 
quarreled in the right spirit, really was concerned 
with the great needs of a dying world.” 


There is nothing this sick world needs quite so 
much today as the preaching of the Word of God. 
Departure from it always ends in chaos and death, 
but return to it will mean life and blessing. For it 
is in the Word of God alone that we are brought 
face to face with man’s true condition and his only 
hope. Let us measure ourselves today, as ministers 
and teachers and hearers and churches, not by the 
opinions of men, but by that revealed Word, and live 
thereby in true faith and obedience. 

—The Church Herald. 


Fools’ Paradise 


We have all heard of the community which sup- 
ported itself by each family taking in another’s 
washing. Absurd as this suggestion is it is no more 
absurd than the complicated system of economic con- 
trols, subsidies, supports and taxes which are being 
multiplied by the economic experts in government 
today. | 
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“Any layman can take this book, read it and 
study it, and come up with a genuine perspec- 
tive and understanding of the Old Testament 
books ... Each chapter maintains a high stan- 
dard of readability, fidelity to the Bible, and 
attention to brevity ... Anyone who studies 
this book will close it with a firmer grasp of 
what the Old Testament is and what it has to 
say.”’ —Christian Observer. $2.50. 
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These economists are not primarily to blame. 
They are simply the products of and doing the work 
demanded by the various pressure groups of selfish 
individuals who think that governmental support or 
control is the way to secure economic security. 

We have recently read something of this never- 
ending tug-of-war going on between various agen- 
cies of our government, one department seeking to 
lower the cost of living while another works to 
maintain high wages and high prices. As one illu- 
stration—we find the taxpayer supporting high 
prices to producers of potatoes which are then 
bought by the government and destroyed while the 
taxpayer goes out and buys potatoes, some imported 
from Canada, at a high price. 


One wonders whether if the law of supply and 
demand were given a chance to level out production 
and prices it might not prove much cheaper and 
wiser for all concerned. As it is, a managed economy 
begets an ever-widening bureauocracy and this in 
turn means more and more taxes, the government 
becomes increasingly powerful and the individual 
more regimented. 

Yes, as a judgment on our sins of greed, selfish- 
ness and shortsightedness we may end in the eco- 
nomic chaos and the regimentation similar to the 


families who took in each other’s washing for a 
living. —L.N.B. 


Let Us “Indoctrinate”’ 


We were much interested in reading a recent re- 
port in Time magazine on an article written by 
Ralph Barton Perry, emeritus professor of phil- 
osophy, in the Harvard Alumni Bulletin. Charging 
that the U. S. college teacher is not carrying out his 
responsibility of teaching his students how to think. 
he says, “Limited by their self-imposed code ... ‘on 
the one hand’ and ‘on the other hand’ ... teachers 
hesitate to teach their students how to choose among 
opinions, and hestitate themselves to choose.” They 
are reluctant “to be explicit on questions of value. 
Social ‘science’ no longer embraces knowledge of the 
good. Values are left to personal ‘attitudes,’ and to 
tamper with these is to expose the teacher to the 
charge of ... ‘indoctrination’ ...’’ But, quoting 
Perry further, “thought is applied to action through 
decision .... One cannot postpone ... decision in- 
definitely ... I suggest that there is what might be 
called an ‘art of decision’ — an act of commitment 
following an interval of non-commitment. The 
teacher should help his students to learn this art.” 
He goes on to say that “the honorable teacher has a 
creed and cannot, if he tries, withhold its influence,” 
and that he ought to help his students to reach 
decisions and have beliefs of their own. 


Now we have little in common with the phil- 
osophy of Dr. Perry, but these words are a healthy 
antidote to the popular secular notion of our day, 
which has even invaded many churches and church 
schools, that we ought not to instill beliefs or in- 
doctrinate, or have creeds of our own. How many 
a teacher thinks he has done his duty when he has 
presented the various ideas or theories on a given 
subject to his students, without leading the student 
to come to a conclusion for himself. This method of 
teaching has only tended to strengthen the false 
notion that one idea is as good as another, that one 
religion is as good as another, and that what you 
believe really makes little difference at all. 


We are not afraid of the word “indoctrination.” 
The liberal, who shies at it, does his own share of it, 
especially when it comes to discounting fundamental 
doctrines of the Faith. The evangelical, or the 
fundamentalist, holds that Christianity consists in 
believing in and living by certain truths centered in, 
and taught by, Jesus Christ, as set forth in the 
Scriptures. He believes that these ideas must be 
preached and taught and accepted and believed and 
lived by, if men are to be saved and nations are to 
be blessed. Indoctrination is teaching, and our Lord 
said, “Go ... Teach.” Sometimes it seems that the 
Communist, the Romanist, and the Sectist have 
followed our Lord’s chosen method more faithfully 
than we. As we continue our Sunday-school teaching 
with renewed emphasis, and as we return to a year 
of catechetical training let us be sure that we do not 
merely entertain or inform, but that we indoctrinate. 
Nothing is more needed in this age of religious 
illiteracy than indoctrination in the doctrines of the 
Bible. —The Church Herald. 
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A comparative study of 


In the Northern and Southem Churches 


By Rev. William Crowe, D.D. 


In his congratulatory letter to the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. (THE JourNaL, Aug. 8, 1951), 
on 150 years of home missions, our moderator speaks 
of the “more rapid advances” of the Northern 
Church since the “unfortunate separation.” It is not 
improper to ask whether our moderator in his desire 
to be gracious has not underrated the progress of his 
own Church. 


In any comparison of the home mission work of 
the two Churches, the different conditions of the 
two areas in which the Churches labor must be con- 
sidered, 


The Southern Presbyterian Church was organized 
as a separate denomination at the beginning of a 
devastating war, which continued for four years 


when homes and churches and schools and property ~ 


of all kinds were destroyed. These four long years 
of war were followed by a “Tragic Era” of military 
rule and civic and economic oppression. 


At the time of the separation in 1861 the member- 
ship of either Assembly cannot be accurately deter- 
mined. It was not until 1863 that even approximate 
estimates can be made. In that year from available 
records in the area of the Confederate States, from 
Maryland to Texas, there were in the Southern 
Assembly, 72,667 members. In this total there were 
not less than 13,000 Negro members, the great 
majority of whom sought membership in the North- 
ern Church, and thus became the beginning of that 
Church’s Negro work in the Southern States. 


In 1863, following the “unfortunate separation” 
the U. S. A. Church occupying a territory practical- 
ly untouched by invading armies, and whose people 
Were not impoverished by the war that brought 


‘conomic ruin to the South — reported 227,575 
members, 


But it was not until 1870, when a semblance of 
order began to emerge and reports from the Presby- 
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teries were fuller and more accurate that any real 
comparison of the growth of the two Assemblies can 
be made. In this year the Southern Church reported 
82,014 members and the Northern Church, through 
the union of the Old and New School Assemblies, 
reported a membership of 446,561 which was almost 
five and one-half times greater than the membership 


of the Southern Church. 


In the years following 1870, with the addition of 
members received by the Union with the Cumber- 
land and Welsh Churches, the Northern Assembly 
reported in 1951 a membership of 2,448,596, only 
three and one-half times greater than the member- 
ship of the Southern Assembly which, in 1951, in 
the area of its service (for the Southern Church has 
never sought to extend its work in the United States 
beyond its original boundaries) had a membership of 


702,210. 


In the two vital tests of denominational growth 
and service the number of members received upon 
profession of faith and the gift of its resources for 
the support of its denominational missionary and 
educational undertakings the Southern Presbyterian 
Church does not suffer in comparison with any 
member of the Presbyterian family. 


According to a recent survey made by the National 
Council of Churches of the rate of increase in 
American church membership since 1926, the South- 
ern Church shows a membership gain of 44.9 per 
cent, while the Northern Church had a gain of 26.8 
per cent and the United Presbyterian Church a gain 
of 24.6 per cent. 


For the year ending March 31, 1951, the per 
capita giving of the Northern Church was $41.84, 
of the United Presbyterian Church $46.28, and of 
the Southern Church $57.56, which is the largest 
giving per member of the three leading churches of 
the Presbyterian group, and is exceeded by few 
churches in the United States. 


This is written not in controversy, but merely to 
keep the record straight. The Southern Presbyterian 
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Church is not in retreat, nor is it lagging behind. united. It has unity in its own ranks and labors in 
With the blessing of God upon its labors, it is going friendly cooperation with its neighbors. 

on from strength to strength. It is doubtful if any 
body of Christian people that had its beginning in 
like poverty of resources, and similar economic, 
social and civil demoralization has made greater ad- 
vance in evangelism, church extension and Christian 


In 90 years, from a few straggling congregations 
in a war torn land, the Southern Presbyterian 
Church has become a great Assembly with its insti- 
tutions and history and traditions. Churches like in- 
dividuals have personalities. Why should the things 


stewardship. 
that mark the life and the work of the Southern 
The Southern Presbyterian Church has accepted Presbyterian Church, and place it in the lead among 
a definite field for its efforts in the United States the denominations, be sacrificed for the doubtfy| 
and in foreign lands. It has an organization suited advantage of a union with another Church merely 
to its needs and a program of service on which it is for the sake of bigness? | | 
SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


LESSON FOR OCTOBER 14 


Jacob Receives The Promise 


Scripture: Genesis 27:1 - 33:17. Devotional 
Reading: Psalm 4. 


“The God of Jacob is our refuge.’”’ Why the “God of Jacob?” The God of Jacob is a God of Grace, and 
Power, and Patience, and Perseverance. We who are sinners need a God like the God of Jacob. In our study 
of Jacob and of God’s dealings with him we have a wonderful revelation of the character of our God. “Thou 
hast enlarged me when I was in distress’ (Psalms 4:1) might be taken as a text for our study of this way- 
ward and wavering patriarch. Jacob’s many times of “‘distress’’ were largely the result of his own crooked- 
ness, schemes, and sins, and yet God enlarged him— 
made him prosper—even in the midst of his trials 


and afflictions and troubles. His stay with Laban is company the spiritual blessing. He goes about attain- 
typical. It was a period of hard labor, of heartaches, ing his ends in a most unworthy manner, to say the 
turmoil, and troubles, and yet Jacob came away a least. j 
rich man in spite of the mistreatment of his uncle. lien iether comes in tired and hungry fren 
Our lesson centers around Jacob’s vision at Bethel, a hunting trip, Jacob takes advantage of his condi- 
but includes much more material which should be tion and careless disposition, to bargain for the 
studied as a background and fulfillment of the “birthright” which always belonged to the eldest 
promise given him on the night of his vision. son. It is true that Esau “despised his birthright,” 
eine while Jacob set a high value upon it. Esau is to 
I. J acob and the Birthright: blame, of course, and afterwards saw his folly, but 
Genesis 25:29-34. Jacob’s ignoble and selfish attitude is to be con- 


demned. There is no attempt to condone such con- 
duct, and later the scheming Jacob was repaid in 
similar coin. It is always best to let God work out 
the fulfillment of His promises. It is the old, old 
false concept which is still in vogue today, “doing 
evil that good may come.” 


Jacob and Esau were twins, but not “identical 
twins” by any means; they differed both in appear- 
ance and in character. We are inclined at first to 
regard Esau as the better of the two. He loves the 
“open spaces’; he is a “man among men,” while 
Jacob is a home-loving boy—some might regard him 
as a sort of “sissy,” spoiled by a doting mother, with , , 

a scheming, selfish, dishonest and deceiving disposi- Men still copy J acob 7 method, = _ , 

tion, trying all the time to “get the best” of someone. of charity and religion. For eeence, gamb mg * 

Surely, it takes a God of Grace and Power to make - terribl e sin, and to gamble for a good cae . 

a “prince” out of such a man: nothing, however, is still a sin. To have a drunken dance and spree’ & 

too hard for God; He often makes saints out. of when it is done 
for polio victims. Jacob was trying to obtain a g 


sorry” material. 
= thing in the wrong way, and much of the sorrow of 


Jacob does grasp the deeper, more spiritual side his unhappy life was the result: never do evil that 
of life, but even this good trait is tainted usually good may come. The good may come in God's own 
with the idea of material profit which would ac- time, but our sins will make us suffer. 
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tI. Jacob and the Blessing: 
Genesis 27 :1-46. 


This case is very much like the other, except that 
more characters are involved, more deceit is practic- 
ed, and the circumstances surrounding it make it 
even more disgraceful and dishonorable, for Isaac 
‘s blind and drawing near his end, not knowing how 
long he will be alive. 


It was customary to give a “blessing” to children 
when about to die. The blessing, like the birthright, 
had its spiritual as well as material side. The two 
went together. 


Isaac, who was especially fond of Esau, determin- 
ed to give him the blessing, inspite of what God had 
revealed, and in disregard of the character of the 
elder boy. Isaac, then, had his share in the miserable 
drama enacted around his bedside, and it is no 
wonder that he “trembled very exceedingly,” for he 
no doubt realized that he was trying to interfere in 
the revealed will of God in this matter. 


Rebekah was equally determined that Jacob 
should receive the blessing. He was her favorite. So, 
as we well know, the two schemed together to 
deceive the blind father and obtain the blessing for 
the younger boy. The story is familiar and our space 
does not permit going into particulars. 


Jacob hesitates, not because of any feeling of right 
and wrong, but because he is afraid the scheme will 
fail and he will bring a curse upon his head instead 
of a blessing. Suppose he had said, as Joseph did 
later when subjected to a different sort of tempta- 


tion, How can I do this great wickedness and sin 


against God? But Jacob only thought of the fact 
that he and Esau were so different that his father 
would recognize the deception. The mother made 
elaborate plans and they succeeded for the moment, 
and Jacob obtained the coveted blessing. 


The result is heartaches and tears for both Jacob 
and his mother. How much better for all concerned, 
if they had let God work it out! She sent her son 
away for a “few days,” but these “few days” length- 
ened into years and she never saw her boy again in 
this world. Jacob had to leave home, for Esau was 
planning to kill him as soon as their father was 
dead, Leaving home was punishment indeed for the 
home-loving Jacob, and the experiences with which 


: met must have reminded him over and over of 
is sins. 


III. Jacob and the Vision at Bethel: 
Genesis 28:10-22. 


Jacob was no doubt a home-sick, lonely young 
man as he travelled on his way toward his uncle 
an. He lighted upon a “certain place” and there 


lay down to sleep with the sky overhead and a stone 
for a pillow. 


In the night the vision came, of the ladder stretch- 
ed from earth to heaven and the angels ascending 
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and descending upon it. The vision was not as im- 
portant as the voice he heard. No one amounts to 
much in this world until he has had a vision of God 
and heard His voice. He here receives the promise 
of God, the same blessed covenant promise which 
had been given to Isaac and Abraham. God adds a 
most interesting and reassuring word: “I will not 
leave thee, until I have done that which I have 
spoken to thee of.” If God had not been faithful in 
keeping this part of the promise, poor Jacob would 
have been a lost and undone man, for he had many 
trying experiences to face and often strayed far 
from God, It is easier to believe in “the perseverance 
of the saints” when we remember the history of this 
man, 


Jacob’s reaction is most interesting. There was 
fear and awe, and also a realization of the meaning 
of it all for he says this is the house of God, this 
is the gate of heaven, and he named the place, 
Bethel. He vowed a vow which seems tinged with 
selfishness unless we translate the “if” as “since”: 
“since God will be with me—I will surely give a 
tenth unto Thee.” This was a vital experience for 
Jacob and is thought by many to be the time of his 
conversion. 


LV. Jacob and Laban: 
Chapters 29-31. 


There is a proverb about Greek meeting Greek; 
it is true also when a Jew like Jacob meets a Jew 
like Laban; there is a “tug-of-war.” Jacob’s life was 
anything but happy or harmonious. It is a strange 
mixture of touching romance, intrigue, and deceit 
and hard work. Jacob is beginning to be paid back in 
the same coin he used in his dealings with Esau and 


his father. 


He is exceedingly prosperous, but his prosperity 
added to his troubles for it caused Laban’s children 
to be jealous. At last the situation becomes unbear- 
able and he determines to go back home. Here again 
he is caught in the net of his sins had woven, for an 
angry brother awaited him. 


These chapters make sad reading. We see the 
picture of a man with a guilty conscience, trying to 
make his way largely without God. Even in his home 
there were idols, and a spirit of jealousy between 
the two wives and the two secondary wives—the 
handmaidens. Jacob’s home was most unhappy. 


But God was keeping His promise and all these 
things which, as Jacob said later, seemed against 
him were working for his sanctification and growth 
in grace, 


V. Jacob at Peniel: 
Chapters 32-33. 


If Bethel was the place of his conversion, then 
Peniel is the place of Surrender. Fear often drives 
men to God. It was the fear of Esau that drove 
Jacob to God in humble prayer. “Il am not worthy” 
is a new note in Jacob; “Deliver me’’—for “I fear.” 
Study closely this “wrestling match” at Peniel. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


VESPER TOPICS FOR OCTOBER 14 


Sine Unto The 


Praise the Lord for the ministry of music! How blessed indeed the privilege of singing ihe praises of God. 
Did you know that the longest book in the Bible, one hundred fifty chapters, is made up of songs? Did you 
ever stop to think just how many multiplied thousands of hymns have been written that men might use them 
to praise the Lord? Millions of believers, all over the world, lift their voices in songs of thanksgiving, re- 


joicing and praise as they gather in solemn worship. 
As we think together on this wonderful theme, let’s 
consider at least three aspects of what is involved in. 


“singing unto the Lord.” 


1. Why We Sing 
(First Speaker ) 


This old world of ours is falling apart at the 
seams. We have wars and rumors of wars, instability 


in government and in eco- 
nomics, poverty, famine and 
disease. The future seems as 
dark as the night of terror 
through which we have just 
passed. 


As was remarked by a 
grouchy grumpo one dreary 
morning when he heard a 
mockingbird sending out its 
song from a dripping perch, 
“Pipe down! What is there 
to sing about on a morning 
like this?” 


Well, we have a reason for 
singing if we know the Lord, 
if we've been “delivered from 
the powers of darkness and 
translated into the kingdom 
of God’s dear Son,” if we 
have been cleansed from sin 
and given eternal life! 


David sang in the fortieth 
Psalm, “He brought me up 
also out of an horrible pit, 
out of the miry clay, and set 
my feet upon a rock, and 
established my goings. And 
he hath put a new song in my 
mouth, even praises unto our 
God!” God had forgiven him 
his sin, lifted up, and put a 


song in his heart. He had a reason for singing. 


“John Newton, once an infidel and libertine, a 
servant of slaves in Africa, was by the rich mercy of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, preserved, re- 
stored, pardoned, and appointed to preach the faith 
he had long labored to destroy.”” These words are 
from the epitaph of the man who wrote: 
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grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch 


like me!” “‘How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in 
a believer’s ear! It soothes his sorrows, heals his 


wounds, and drives away his fear.” 


He had a reason 


for singing! Redeemed from the very depths of sin 


Seldom heard are the following two 
verses to William Cowper’s Praise 
for the Fountain Opened (There Is 
A Fountain Filled With Blood) 


which, in most hymnals, closes with 


‘the words: “When this poor lisping, 


stammering tongue lies silent in the 
grave.” Cowper's original poem con- 
tains the two other stanzas here 
quoted: 


Lord, I believe Thou has prepared 
(Unworthy though I be) 

For me a blood-bought free reward, 
A golden harp for me! 


Tis strung, and tuned, for endless 
years, 
And formed by power divine 
To sound in God the Father’s ears 
No other name but Thine. 


(1799) 


The words reflect a genuine belief in 
and hope for a reunion with the Lord 
in heaven for all eternity and the op- 
portunity for once earth-bound crea- 
tures to join the Heavenly chorus in 
praising the Lamb that was slain. And 
thus, though in imperfection, should 
the song of our hearts be even now. 


and shame, transformed by the grace of God! “‘Bless- 
ed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose 


sin is covered.” 


Our Saviour is the Lord, 
Jesus Christ. We have for- 
givness for sin, eternal life 
through Him. Our home is 
heaven; we are sons of God 
and joint heirs with Jesus 
Christ, and one day we'll be 
like Him, for we shall see 
Him as He is! Surely the 
Christian shall sing the 
Lord’s song even in a strange 
land, even in the time of 
trial. 


Il. What We Sing 
(Second Speaker) 


Certainly none would be 
more worthy to show us what 
to sing than David, the sweet 
singer of Israel, the man 
after God’s own heart, 
through whom the Lord has 
given the greatest hymns ot 
the Church. Let’s hear him 


speak for a moment. 


Psalm 146: “Praise ye the 
Lord. Praise the Lord, O my 
soul. While I live will ! 
praise the Lord: I will sing 
praises unto my God while I 
have any being.” 


Psalm 147: “Praise ye the 


Lord. For it is good to sing praises unto our 


for it is pleasant; and praise is comely.” 


ot saints.’ 


“Amazing 


Psalm 149: “Praise ye the Lord. Sing unto the 


Lord a new song, and his praise in the congregation 


Psalm 150: “Let everything that hath breath 
praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord.” 
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Remember when the children of Israel wete 
delivered from bondage in Egypt, where they had 
lived as slaves for four hundred years? God brought 
them out of “bondage of corruption,” delivered them 
from the hand of Pharaoh and destroyed the armies 
of Egypt that followed them into the path provided 
by the Lord through the waters of the Red Sea. 
When they reached the other side they sang a song, 
a song of praise, saying, “I will sing unto the Lord, 
for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his 
rider hath he thrown into the sea. The Lord is my 
strength and song, and he is become my salvation.” 
(Ex. 15:1-2) Theirs was not simply a song of re- 
joicing that deliverance had come; it was a paean of 
praise unto Jehovah through whom it had come. 


What shall we sing? Our answer is simple; sing 
praise unto the Lord! The song of Jeremiah, the 
weeping prophet, sung in the midst of sorrow as 
his tear-dimmed eyes beheld his Saviour, “It is of 
the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, be- 
cause his compassions fail not. They are new every 
morning; great is thy faithfulness. The Lord is my 
portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him.” 


When we begin to count our blessings, remem- 
bering the mercies of the Lord who loved us and 
gave Himself for us, that we through His death 
might be delivered from death and have eternal 
life, and become the sons of God, then from our 
hearts will songs of praise ascend unto the Lord. 


III. How We Sing. 
(Third Speaker) 


Not everybody can sing to please the ear that may 
only hear the sound, but all can sing to please the 
ear of Him who listens to the song of the heart. 
I’m quite confident that some of the most beautiful 
music ever sung has never been heard by the ear of 
mortal man, but only by the ear of God. 


Paul, in writing to the Ephesians, counseling 
them to avoid drunkenness through wine, says, ‘but 
be filled with the Spirit; speaking one to another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 


making melody with your heart to the Lord.” 
(R.V.) 


_ We often sing that gospel song, “There is a song 
in my heart today; something I never had. Jesus 
has taken my sins away; O say, but I’m glad!” And 
another, “Jn my heart there rings a melody; there 
rings a melody, of heaven’s harmony; in my heart 
there rings a melody; there rings a melody of love.” 


In other words, what I’m trying to say is this—if 
we are to sing parise unto the Lord, it must be 
from the heart! \'d rather have a bullfrog croaking 
to the glory of God than to have an opera star in the 
choir just singing to show off a voice, and not to 
honor the Lord who gave it. 


I'll never forget a mixed quartet I heard several 
years ago, back in a little mountain chapel. Two 
men and their wives, dressed very poorly; the men 
in overalls, and the ladies in gingham frocks, singing 
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Begin Christian teaching in 
the child's important pre- 
school yeors with this color- 
ful new Bible course. The 
child will love and remem- 
ber the new, full-color Bible 
pictures, the take-home 
pictures, and the pictures 
to color. The teacher will 
appreciate the complete 
lesson plans and teaching helps. Available 
October, 1951. Write for FREE digest. 


NEW 
PRESCHOOL 
COURSE 


An all-Bible course thot 
holds the interest of active 
youth and gives them prac- 
tical experience in using 
the Bible as a daily guide- 
book. Complete teacher's 
monuals, and colorful, at- 
tractive workbook-style pu- 
pil’s leaflets. Your teen- 
agers will “‘go for’ this challenging study. 
Available October, 1951. Send for FREE digest. 


There's a real treat in store 
for teen-agers in the new 
weekly paper “STRAIGHT.” 
it has Bible teaching—it 
has exciting stories—it has 
picture stories—it has con- 
tests. Fellows and girls say 
“it has everything!” Mod- 
ern size, 16 colorful pages. Available October, 
1951. Write for FREE sample. 


@ Write for Free Samples, information 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


FREE CATALOG 


FREE CATALOG—of Sunday School supplies, Bibles, 
hymns, choruses ond the best in Christian books. We 
heve hod 56 years’ experience in filling orders by 
mal from folk who don't live close to a Christion book- 
store. Satisfaction of your money cheerfully returned. 


MOOBY PRESS BOOKSTORE, Exicaco to. wiinors 


with the light of heaven in their eyes and a smile of 
rejoicing on their faces, “I’m a Happy Millionaire,” 
with the chorus from “I’m a Child of The King.” 
They sang from the heart a song of praise unto the 
Lord; and, confidentially, I think Peter, James and 
John, and the other saints in glory were patting a 
foot in time to the music, though it was a bit home- 
spun! “Praise ye the Lord. I will praise the Lord 
with my whole heart.” (Psa. 108). 


SUMMARY 


If we have been born again; if we have come to 
know Him whom to know aright is life eternal, we 
have something to sing about! We are now the sons 
of God, our citizenship is in heaven, our inheritance 
is the Lord and all that is His is ours for all eternity! 
So let us sing praises “unto Him who loved us and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath 
made us kings and priests unto God and his Father,” 
making melody in our hearts unto the Lord! 


d. 
em 
re- 
ch 
In 
his 
on 
sin 
ose 
rd, 
[OI- 
life 
1S 
70d 
be 
see 
the 
the 
nge 
= 
be 
that 
nan 
art, 
has 
ol 
him 
the 
my 
sing 
ile | 
the 
od; 
the 
tion 
| 11 


CHURCH NEWS 


Shriver Named Chairman 
United Youth Movement 


Donald W. Shriver Jr., former moderator of the 
Assembly’s Youth Council, has been elected chair- 
man of the United Youth Movement, top national 
church youth position, according to an announce- 


ment by the Rev. John S§. McMullen. 


Neal Elected President 


Davidson Alumni Association 
Davinson, N. C.—William H. Neal of Winston- 


Salem, senior vice-president of the Wachovia Bank 
& Trust Co., has been elected president of the 
Davidson College Alumni Association, it has been 
announced by Alumni Secretary John Payne. 


Walter W. Fraley, Church Director of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Charlotte, was selected vice- 
president on the mail ballot election. The newly- 
elected officers will begin a one-year term of office 
following an installation ceremony at Davidson’s 
Homecoming on October 13. 


P.J.C. Repairs 
Nearly Completed 


Maxton, N. C. A renovation program at Pres- 
byterian Junior College during the summer is near- 
ing completion. The college chapel has been repaint- 
ed and new overhead lighting installed. The Mc- 
Nair Cafeteria has been newly roofed and brick 
veneered. Florescent lighting is being installed in 
two classrooms. The McLeod Faculty House has 


been re-roofed. 


Newberry Youth Hold 


Revival Services 
NeEwserry, S. C. (PN)—The second annual 


Interdenominational Youth Revival for Newberry, 
S. C. was held Sept. 16-20 by the Ministerial As- 
sociation of Newberry County. Hubert G. Ward- 
law, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Lancaster, S. C., brought the sermons. Mr. Ward- 
law is an outstanding leader of young people. The 
services were held each evening at the First Baptist 


Church. 


Neil E. Truesdale, pastor of the Aveleigh Presby- 
terian Church of Newberry, was chairman of the 
Youth Revival Committee. Under his leadership, 
the young people of the town have organized com- 
mittees which are working toward a week of spir- 
itual enrichment that will affect the lives of all the 
young people in Newberry. 
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Blind Will Receive 
Religious Talking Book 
This December 


It will be good news to the many blind who can- 
not read braille, that the John Milton Society is 
publishing its first talking book (on long playing 
records) in December. The society, which repre- 
sents more than fifty denominations in the United 
States and Canada in the publication of Christian 
literature for the blind, has published braille maga- 
zines, books, a Sunday school quarterly and a re- 
ligious calendar for many years. 


The new John Milton Talking Book will contain 
gems of Christian literature in poetry and prose and, 
like the braille magazines, will be made available to 
the blind without charge. 


Local congregations should send in the names of 
blind persons who would like to receive this talking 
book and who have a talking machine or a record 
player for 33-%4 R.P.M. recordings. Names should 
be sent to: JOHN Mitton Society, 156 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York 10, N. Y. 


The Foster Fund 


Notice was given in a recent issue of this 
paper of the critical illness, with polio, of 
Rev. H. C. Foster, pastor of the John Knox 
Presbyterian Church of Dallas, Tex. So 
many inquiries have been made with refer- 
ence to him that we thought it well to 
make this further statement. 


In view of the fact that it seems quite 
unlikely that Mr. Foster will ever be able 
to resume the active ministry, Dallas Pres- 
bytery has initiated “The H. C. Foster 
Fund.” Good response is being met locally 
but we feel that, due to the unusual cir- 
cumstances, there may be many through- 
out the entire Church who would like to 
have part. This is being set up as a trust 
fund for future needs of Mr. Foster, his 
wife (formerly Betty Joe Jackson, A.T.S., 
1948), H. C., Jr., six months, and Frances, 
aged 2. Contributions may be sent to: The 
Foster Fund, Box 1020, Dallas, Tex. 


—Ceciv H. 
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forrections In 1951 
General Assembly Minutes 


Those who have copies of the 1951 General As- 
embly Minutes are authorized and requested to 
make the following corrections. If other corrections 
need to be made please send them to the undersigned. 


page 198 line 17: S. Hugh Bradley, Added on 
Certificate, should be 121 instead of 12. 
page 200 line 40: Total Added on Certificate 
should be 1895. 
page 231 line 65: C. K. Taffe, add $850 Salary 
Paid Indirect. 
page 296 line 1: Harold J. Dudley, Stated Clerk, 
Synod of North Carolina instead of C. M. Gibbs. 
page 343 under Dallas, Tex., East Dallas Church, 
add “changed to Northridge.” 
page 345 under Forth Worth, Texas, Broadway 
church, add “changed to St. Stephen.” 
page 390 McGill, E. B. Change address to 245 
East Eighth St., Jacksonville, Florida. 
page 394 Newman, Howard F. add the degrees 
Th. M. and Th. D. 
page 396 Pickard, Howard E. add degrees Th.M. 
and Th. D. 
page 399 Ryburn, Frank M. add degree D.D. 
page 403 ‘Thompson, W. M. Change street ad- 
dress from 3308 to 3808 Seminary Ave. 
page 209 Paul, J. Robertson, add street address, 
Box 193. 
Pressley, W. L., add address: West- 
minister Schools, Atlanta, Ga. 
page 414 add as line 24 under Amendments Ap- 
proved: 6. Par. 119, Addition of ‘Two Questions 


page 415 add as line 19, Same as next above. 
page 418 line 20: Delete “th” in Chatechism. 
page 423 line 8: Change page numbers from 124- 
153 to 142-153. 
—E. C. SCOTT, 
Stated Clerk. 


MINISTERIAL MISCELLANY 


(INCLUDING MISSIONARIES) 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (PN) — The following in- 
formation has just been received from our mission 


fields: 


Miss Florence Moore, who has served one term 
in our Congo Mission as an evangelistic missionary, 
was married on September 7 to Mr. Charles A. 
Sthreshley. The ceremony took place in Ashland, 
Va. Miss Moore is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
J.H. Moore of Ashland. Mr. Sthreshley is a student 
at Union Seminary in Richmond and Mrs, Sthresh- 
ley will take some special studies at the Richmond 
Professional Institute. 


Rev. Joe B. Hopper, Miss Margaret Pritchard, 
and Mr, H. Petrie Mitchell expect to sail about 
Sept. 30 for Korea where they will return to their 
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work in our Mission there. They will be the first 
group that has received clearance to return to Korea 
from this country. Mrs. Bruce Cumming who is 
also a nurse has recently returned to Korea from 
Japan and will help Dr. Herbert Codington in 
carrying on medical work in Kwangju. 


Dr. and Mrs. George A. Hudson are sailing from 
Galveston, Tex. about Sept. 29 on their way to 
Formosa. The Hudsons have for many years been 
missionaries to China and are the first of our mis- 
sionaries to get government permission to go from 
this coutry to Formosa, They will join Dr. and Mrs. 
James N. Montgomery and Miss Lillian Wells, 
others of our missionaries who have been working in 
Formosa. These missionaries are working with the 
Canadian Presbyterian Church. 


The Rev. and Mrs. J. H. Longenecker have been 
retired from active service as missionaries to the 
Belgian Congo. He is now serving a church in Quit- 
man, Ga. The Longeneckers have one daughter, 
Miss Alice Longenecker, who is serving as a mission- 
ary nurse in the Congo, and another daughter, Mrs. 
Joe B. Hooper, who is a missionary to Korea, temp- 
orarily in this country because of conditions there. 
Their son J. H. Longenecker Jr. is a student at 
Columbia Seminary. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Franklin Watt will leave the 
Congo on October 20 to come to this country on 
their regular furlough. They expect to arrive in 
early November. They will stay at Mission Court 
in Richmond, Va. while they are in this country. 
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WOMEN’S WORK 


Why Go To Synodical Training School? 
By Mrs. B. L. Abernethy* 


The introductory evening program at Oklahoma 
Presbyterian College in Durant was over. We went 
back to Graham-Jackson Hall humming the old 
Choctaw hymn with its haunting rythm as sung by 
the group from the Sandy Creek Church. We had 
our answer of “Why Go to Synodical Training 
School?” 


It was a clear call to greater consecration for the 
Master. It began with the communion service when 
Dr. Frank Taylor, Durant, used the Scripture, 
“For their sake I consecrate myself, that they also 
may be consecrated in truth.” And it continued 
through the five-day period to the last class, when 
Mrs. Ben Knox of Atlanta, Ga., concluded the 
Fourth Annual Training School with the first 
chapter of Phillipians. 


The campus was beautiful that week with its 
avenue of Sycamore trees, wide expanse of green 
grass, and colorful flowers surrounding the spacious 


buildings of O. P. C. 
We had fun at the Training School too. At the 


get-acquainted hour the first evening when Dr. 
Amy Robinson, O. P. C. president; Miss Edith 
Hodgson, music director; and our Synodical Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Glenn Bennett, entertained the staff, 
the thirty-one students enrolled, and additional 
guests from the Durant churches. Special guests 
that evening were our Chickasaw friends from the 
Sandy Creek Church; another evening we enjoyed 
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a picnic supper served in the new building at the 
Presbyterian Conference Grounds on Lake Texoma. 
There was fun in class too as we strived to deter- 
mine whether we were among the 5 percent who 
think, the 10 percent who think they think or the 
85 percent who don’t want to think. And we'll 
never forget the classic question when told to draw 
a circle, ‘““Do you want us to draw a round circle?” 


The Rev. Roy Craig, Idabel, based his study of 
the Epistle of James on the theme “Only a faith 
that controls a life can save a soul.” He brought a 
challenge to us to be “doers of the word and not 
hearers only,” pointing the way to a life of greater 
consecration. Mrs. Knox of the Board of Women’s 
Work conducted two courses: Organization of the 
Women of the Church, and Program Building. 
Both were informative and inspirational. The credit 
course in Christian Citizenship was thought-pro- 
voking as taught by Mrs. Frank ‘Taylor. 


Other things we liked: The Sandy Creek quarter 
with Rev. Jones Imotichey, Jack John, Freeman 
Russell, and Raymond Alberson; meeting Sue Aus- 
tin who with her husband, Rev. J. F. Austin, is 
beginning their work at Old Church and New 
Bennington; the workshop on Parliamentary Law; 
the inspirational messages of Rev. H. G. Wise; the 
review of new books by Mrs. Taylor; the songs of 
Mrs. Cecil James of Stigler, a former Choctaw 
student at O. P. C.; the morning worship hour on 
Great Hymns of our Faith, planned by Miss Hodg- 
son; seeing old friends from the Synod, like Mrs. 
R. M. Firebaugh, Mrs. Dave Stovall, and Grace 
Thompson; going to school for credit again; and 
our visit to the Little Prayer Chapel. 


Why go to Synodical Training School? 


First, because of the training received in the work 
of the Women of the Church and the program of 
our entire Church. 


Second, for the Christian fellowship with the 
women of our Synodical, the Training School staff, 


and the O. P. C. family. 


And last, because of the rich spiritual experience 
that leads to greater consecration in our lives as we 
work for the Lord. 


*Mrs. Abernethy is Presbyterial President of 
Mangum, Synod of Oklahoma. 


Korean Refugees Get 
Two New Churches 


Two Protestant churches have been established 
in the Cheju and Kohje islands, south of the Korean 
peninsula, where Christian war refugees from South 
Korea sought shelter several months ago. 
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According to the Rev. Kim Jeung Soon, Presby- 
terian pastor, who returned from a visit to Kohje, 
donations for the building of the new churches came 
from inhabitants of the two islands. 


Mr. Soon revealed that twenty-eight Protestant 
Pastors and over seeventy laymen in Kohje have 
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established a mission board to spread the Gospel 
among the island’s 100,000 inhabitants, only 4,000 


of whom are Christian. 


He said that many non-Christians are attending 
Sunday services to hear the sermons in the Kohje 
church. 
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A Prime Concern Of 
Christians 


Many Christians have been concerned about the 
emphasis upon alcoholism and its cure, when they 
wish the emphasis to be on its prevention. This 
should be given attention, but what of those who 
are now victims of alcohol. 


Everywhere one turns today, mentioning. the 
power of prayer and their readiness to pray with 
others, there are requests for prayer for those who 
are alcoholics. Alcoholism is a prime concern of 
Christians. And well that it is so. The F. B. I. from 
a study of official records of 1,652 cities, with a total 
population of 49,618,922 reports that in the last 
full year of national prohibition (1932) there were 
831.1 arrests for drunkenness per one hundred 


thousand of population. In 1949 the rate had in- » 


creased to 2,342.7 arrests for drunkenness per one 
hundred thousand of the population. 


There are some things that we should remember 
about alcoholism in which it is different from other 
diseases. It is perhaps the only disease which the 
government of our country deals with—not by find- 
ing out the cause (alcohol) and seeking in every 
way to eradicate it, but rather to legalize the spread- 
ing of the cause. It goes a step further and permits 
the advertising of the sale of the cause, and makes 
millions of dollars every year from the propagation 
of this cause. 


It is true that this disease is self-imposed for not 
one of its victims ever becomes one without volun- 
tarily taking the first drink then continuing to 
drink beverage alcohol. It is recognized that alco- 
holism has reached the stage of being a disease—the 
alcoholic is helpless to help himself. Therefore, 
Christian kindness demands that everything possible 
be done to help him back on his feet. The concerned 
Christian will support every effort on the part of 
individuals and organizations that seek to do this. 
Let us be thankful for the power and grace of God 
and for the wisdom He has given to men to help one 
another to overcome this evil. 


We have a Christian duty to lend our support to 
that which can help those who fall. Can we not do 
more than we have done in the past? 


Alcoholics Anonymous, in the reach of almost 
every community, is an agent which gladly gives 
help to any individual needing it and requesting it. 
Let us make use of this very fine organization which 
recognizes the importance of man and the almighty 
power of God to give the victory to any man who 
earnestly desires it and is willing to cooperate in a 
continuing program that will help him to overcome 
this evil. Any, who are deeply concerned for friends 
and loved ones, will be encouraged to read the leaf- 
let ‘““The Church Cooperating with Alcoholics An- 
onymous” by Dr. Hugh S. Bradley, price 5 cents, 
which is available from the Board of Women’s 


Work, Atlanta, Ga. In this leaflet Dr. Bradley 
shares his experience showing the effective work 
done by Alcoholics Anonymous in specific cases. 


Another agent for good service in the prevention 
of alcoholicism is Allied Youth which works among 
high school students. Allied Youth posts may be 
established in any high school where there are two 
or three interested and concerned adults. For further 
information write Allied Youth, Washington, D. C. 


Let us as individuals pray, study, and act to keep 
ourselves informed and to help educate others, in 
order that all citizens may know the truth about 
alcohol and voluntarily decide that life is more 
worth living and capable of greater attainment by 
complete abstinence. 


What I Saw - Heard And Felt At My 
Synodical Training School 


“O the West Virginia hills, how majestic and how 
grand, 


With their summits bathed in glory like the Prince 
Emanuel’s hand... ” 


Those words from my native state song never 
had such significance as they did this past week at 
my Synodical Training School. For, as we walked 
to the dining hall from our inspiring morning de- 
votions, our hearts and eyes were verily lifted up 
unto the hills: And I felt that certainly it was in 
some such breathtakingly beautiful spot that Samuel 
had said to Saul, “Stand thou still a while, that 
I may show thee the things of God.” 


The school was ideally located on the 132-acre 
campus of Davis and Elkins College. And from the 
opening communion service to the closing gradu- 
ation exercises, a high spiritual tone prevailed. The 
prayerful preparation of the dean, Mrs. W. H. 
Goans, was evident at all times. 


Credit classes were given in six courses of the 
Women’s Training School curriculum. Sixteen 
certificates and diplomas were issued. The theme of 
the School was, “Be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only,” with the underlying thought that the 
devoted Christian life will overflow naturally into 
service to others. 


Each morning worship was conducted by Mrs. 
J. W. Witherspoon, who pointed up, with skill and 
clarity, gems from the Book of James. 


One of the highlights of the week was the plat- 
form hour in which the various facets of worship 
were presented by Miss Bessie C. Lewis in her own 
inimitable manner. The women of the West 
Virginia Synodical Training School will not soon 
forget the speaker or her words. 


The fine sense of fellowship was in evidence at 
a “Presbyterial Get-Together,” a tea given by the 
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faculty and staff and a tea given by the Elkins 
Women of the Church at the close of their general 
meeting. A bus trip to the beautiful Blackwater 
Falls was arranged for those who wished to enjoy 
the beauty of the surrounding country. 


Conducting the varied evening programs were 
Dr. John A. Womeldorf, Dr. Wiles Du Bose, Miss 
Bessie Lewis, Dr. R. B. Purdum, Mrs. R. N. 
Pegram, and Mrs. F. R. Crawford, Climaxing the 
week was the historical pageant, “Among our 
Yesterdays,” followed by a candlelight service. The 
pageant was arranged by Mrs. W. Holt Woddell 
and Miss Carrie Brittain, College Librarian. It 
was a delightful experience to drift through the 
years as the original costumes worn in the halls of 
the stately mansion in which we were meeting, 
were modeled for us. 
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It was a thoroughly satisfying week, and we 
left feeling that it was good to have been in 


Elkins, West Virginia, June 4-9. 
—Mrs. (Thos.) Kathryn P. Roper. 
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Sermons By Mighty Men Of God 


The gospel storms created by these outstanding pul- 
pit masters of a past generation continue to sweep 
through the hearts of Christians with undiminished 
strength. Here is a set of eight books, each filled with 
the most inspiring sermons of our time. It is now 
available to you in a sturdy slipcase (as pictured). 
No minister’s study or layman’s library can be com- 
plete without it. 


Volume I—DWIGHT L. MOODY 
Introduction by Charles R. Erdman. This is the real Moody, completely unedited. The 
evangelist who captured the heart of America talks to his people in their own language. 


Volume II—CHARLES H. SPURGEON 


Introduction by Andrew W. Blackwood. In this collection of communion talks and two 
especially fine sermons, “The Prince of Preachers” is seen at his quiet, earnest best. 


Volume III—R. A. TORREY 


Introduction by William Culbertson. Dr. Torrey’s sermons show his consecrated logician’s 
mind and his great Christian heart. Real revival preaching that led over 100,000 souls to 
Christ. 


Volume IV—SAM JONES 


Introduction by Bishop Ivan Lee Holt. “The South’s greatest spokesman for God,” as he is 
still called, startled and shocked his audiences into salvation. Here are his most powerful 
messages, full of the original dynamite and fire. 


Volume V—J. H. JOWETT 


Introduction by Elmer G. Homrichausen. Dr. Jowett, an artist in the use of words and a 
man of buoyant faith, preached sermons on great themes of Christianity. Here are 
twenty-five of his best. 


Volume VI—F. B. MEYER 
Introduction by Robert G. Lee. Dr. Meyer’s wide influence is still felt, as attested by the 
continued insistent demand for his sermons. Twenty-two of them are included here. 
Volume VII—T. DEWITT TALMADGE 


Introduction by Daniel A. Poling. Versatile, a master of oratory, T. DeWitt Talmadge 
takes his place as one of America’s foremost preachers. Culled from his best sermons, here 
are the words of a fiery, eloquent prophet. 


Volume VIIT—A. J. GORDON 


Introduction by Nathan R. Wood. These sermons are as timely today as when they were 
preached. The Biblical exposition, the need for world evangelism and Dr. Gordon’s ab- 
sorbing interest in missions are reflected in these sermons. 


$2.25 Each — $17.95 - Complete Set In Attractive Slipcase 
at your local book store 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY — WESTWOOD, N. J. 
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Summer session. Intra-mural sports. Dormitories. Catalog. 


R. T. L. Liston, President — Box J, Bristol, Tenn. 


KING COLLEGE 


Fully accredited four-year college. Co-educational. Presbyterian. Founded 1867. 
Liberal Arts. Sciences. Business. Education. FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: 
(1) Competitive; (2) Academic; (3) Grant in Aid; (4) Remunerative Work. 


“To Those Of Our Own Household” 
By Mrs. J. M. Williams, Jr. 


(This is the second in a series of three articles on 
relations in the Christian home. ) 


Having a Christian home means far more than 
having a home where people treat each other kindly 
and go to church regularly. It means having a home 
where Christ is known, and served and loved ; where 
the children learn to know him through their 
parents. Dr. Robert Lapsley, in his delightful book 
“Beside the Hearthstone,” says, “Modern mothers 
are most eficient in the care of their children, but 
sad to say, they are less efficient in their religious 
training. Mothers a generation ago knew very little 
of diet and less of germs. But they knew the Christ 
who gathered the children in His arms and blessed 
them. ‘““The mothers of yesteryear taught their chil- 
dren from their earliest years to know, and to love 
and trust the Friend of little children.” 


How insufficient we feel for the rearing and train- 
ing of the childrren entrusted to us. Some one has 
thus expressed it in rhyme: 


“Lord, who am [ to teach the wav, 
To little children, day by day, 


So prone myself to go astray. 


I teach them knowledge, but I know 
How faint they flicker and how low 
The candles of my knowledge glow. 


I teach them power to live and do, 
But only them to find anew, 
My own great weakness thivugh and through. 


I teach them love for all mankind, 
And all God’s creatures, and yet I find 
My love comes lagging for behind. 


Lord, if their guide I still must be, 
O May the little children see 
The teacher leaning hard on Thee.” 


To guide our children aright, there must be co- 
Operation between father and mother and depend- 
ence on God. That husbands and wives often go 
their own way was humorously illustrated by a 
cartoonist during the blitzing of London, The car- 
toon showed a father and mother blown by a bomb 
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through the front door, and carried the comment by 
their young son, “That’s the first time I ever saw 
Mother and Dad go out together.” 


Parents cannot give to children what they do not 
have themselves. They cannot radiate a religious 
faith if they themselves have none. This is the way 
one mother beautifully put it: ““We let our youngs- 
ters know that we, too, are children of God; that 
we ourselves are still growing; that Christ is our 
teacher and guide.” It was Doris Whitney who 
wrote: 


“My son looked on with a trusting eye, 
And he said, ‘But Mummy, why?’ 

I longed for the wisdom of sages, 

But a humble mother was I. 


My son, there are many questions, 

I cannot answer for you, 

There are many things that are puzzling, 
I’d like the answers, too. 


But I’ll tell you the way to the answer, 
It is long and painful and slow. 

Just pray and serve and you will find, 
It’s because God made it so.” 


BOOKS 


CHATS FROM A MINISTER’S LIBRARY, 
by Wilbur M. Smith. Wilde. $2.50. This reviewer 
has read most of Wilbur Smith’s writings. They 
are all good. This volume is exceptionally fine. It 
arrests the reader’s attention from beginning to the 
end. 


This book sets forth some of the treasures which 
the author has found through his wide reading. He 
has read the best and this book gives us the cream 
of the best. Each of the nineteen chapters is refresh- 
ing and delightful. Some of them are thrilling and 
exciting. 


Dr. Smith is convinced that we need a return to 
the study of the Scriptures, and that we are entering 
upon an age that will be marked by a deeper 
ignorance of the Word of God than any age, at 
least since the Reformation. 


With justification he writes, ‘“We live in a time 
when great crowds of ecclesiastics leap into airplanes 
and rush hither and thither for this kind of con- 
ference and that kind of congress but where in these 
meetings is there open, frank, well-informed debate 
about the great themes of the Word of God and 
the Holy Scriptures themselves? Great sums of 
money are voted for this ecclesiastical purpose and 
that. We hear a lot of talk about the church needing 
to be united and of the necessity for the Church to 
speak out on matters of property, labor, capitalism, 
etc., but what about the voice of the Word of God ?” 

With strong passion this theological professor 
pleads for us to come more often into a solitary 
place where we can be alone to hear the Word of 
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God in an hour like this: he says, “We need a shut 
door and a bowed heart, a listening ear, a believing 
soul, a mood of expectancy as we open again these 
pages which contain for us and for those who will 
hear the truth regarding the origin of the world 
which is so troubling our contemporary scientists, 
the great redemptive work accomplished for us in 
Christ Jesus, the center of all history, and the end 
of this age with its violence, anarchy, world dicta- 
torship and increasing blasphemy which will be 
terminated with the coming again of Him who will 
bring peace on this earth, power over every evil 
force, joy and abundance of life to the nations that 
will then be on earth and a body of resurrection 
glory and eternal life for all who are redeemed by 
His precious blood.” 


Many choice quotations from great Christians 
are found in this book. We want to quote ore from 
the scholar, Bishop Handley Moule. It is a confes 
sion of the Bishop of Durham as to his own faith 
and trust in the Scriptures. 


“When my Lord Christ became a living and 
unutterably necessary Reality to me, I remember 
that one of my first sensations of profound relief 
was ‘He absolutely trusted the Bible and though 
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THE TITHE IS GOD’S PLAN FOR 
HELPING TO FINANCE HIS WORK 


@ The tithe is Biblical . . . it acknowledges God as Sovereign Owner . . . it is 
an evidence of consecration . . . it is a beginning point in sharing. 


@ Christ confirmed the tithe. . . He practiced it... 
God blesses it. 


@ YOUR TITHE ... is you... your money helping 
to perform the Church’s Mission of 


INTRODUCING PEOPLE 
TO CHRIST... 


@ 30,000,000 people in the 
South need this 
introduction. 


HOME MISSION SEASON OCT. 1-NOV.4 
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there are many things inexplicable and intricate that 
have puzzled me much, I am going not in a blind 
sense but reverently to trust the Book because of 


HIM.” 


Chapter 15 contains a splendid discussion on the 
writings of Professor William Lyon Phelps. Dr. 
Smith quotes Phelps as calling the Gospel of John 
“not only the spiritual masterpiece of the world’s 
literature but it is closer to the core of truth than 
any other part of the Bible. If I were allowed to 
retain only one book, it would be this.” 


After this high appraisal Phelps wrote, “When I 
remember how scholars used to say that the Gospel 
of John was written by somebody else toward the 
close of the second century and when today there 
are first-rate scholars who believe it was written 
before the year of 75, and in Palestine, and by some- 
one who knew personally Him whom it describes, | 
feel like cheering! It confirms me in what I have 
always maintained: Never give up a spiritual truth 
because of any alleged discovery of science. Wait 
anyhow, until the scientific statement has been 
verified, else one may lose one’s Divine birthright 
to get not even a mess of pottage.” 


In the preface, Dr. Smith wrote, “If this volume 
should be received with even moderate enthusiasm 
I plan to publish three or four similiar volumes with 
the same title. Perhaps a total series of five—time 
will tell.” 


This reviewer would like to be one to cast his 
vote for the publication of all five volumes. Any 
Christian’s library will be enriched by them. Since 
number one has already been published we advise 
our readers to buy it as a great investment and 
priceless treasure. —John R. Richardson. 


UNDERSTANDING GOD’S WORD, by Alan 
M. Stibbs. Intervarsity Christian Fellowship. 75 
cents. Dr. Stibbs offers in this small volume many 
practical suggestions to all Bible students with the 
object of helping them to discover first, what Scrip- 
ture actually says, and secondly, what it means. He 
does this by setting out clearly the basic principles 
of right understanding and proper interpretation. 
His section on the Scriptural use of parable, allegory 
and figurative language generally will be found 
especially useful. 


WILLIAM CAREY, by F. Deaville Walker. 
Moody. $2.75. This is a fresh treatment of the life 
of the pioneer missionary, William Carey. The 
author presents the character of the man and traces 
the growth of his mind and soul. The research for 
the production of this book occupied a number of 
years. It contains much material that is new. It 
gives a concise, vivid and intensely real account of 
this great missionary to India. 
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OPEN 


To Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson 
Moderator, Northern Presbyterian Church 


By 


L. Nelson Bell 


ORDER FROM 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
$1.00 A Hundred - 15c A Dozen 


SAND AND STARS, by Ruth Stull. Revell. 
$2.50. Here is the absorbing story of missionary 
adventure in the jungles of Peru. The author draws 
back the veil of ignorance and superstition in order 
to show the condition of the people living in this 
country. She writes with a keen sense of the great 
drama of her experiences. This book is both a 
missionary adventure and biography. She writes of 
the sand at her feet and of the stars overhead. 


EPHESIANS, by Louis T. Talbot. Van Kampen. 
$2. The Bible lessons of which this book is compris- 
ed were delivered originally as radio messages -and 
since many were blessed through hearing them, Dr. 
Talbot has put them in permanent form to be pre- 
sented to the reading public of America. His second 
edition, he tells us, was written to “enrich the lives 
of Christians everywhere by enabling them to ex- 
perience the blessedness of dwelling in the heaven- 
lies with the Lord until He comes.” 
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“It is a rich experience to be a member of the 
ever-widening fraternity of ‘competitive 


scholars. 


“Thanks for the advantages 
which our daughter had at a 
Presbyterian College on one 
of the Competitive Scholar- 
ships. We feel that she left a 
good record there, graduat- 


ing with distinction.” 


The mother of a 1951 graduate. 


“Enclosed is the record of 
the six who held Competitive 
Scholarships. All have fine 
college standing. You will 
see that you picked a Rhodes 
Scholar and a valedictorian.” 


From a college president. 


999 


A Valedictorian, Phi Beta Kappa, 
who enters Seminary this fall. 


“Three Phi Beta Kappas in our graduating class were winners 
of Competitive Scholarships. 


One of our college presidents. 


1952 


PRESBYTERIAN COMPETITIVE 
SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST 


open to all young members 
of our Church who are planning 
to attend one of our Presbyterian 


Colleges 


TWENTY SCHOLARSHIPS 


for full information write 
Dr. Hunter B. Blakely ... Secretary 
DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 


Boarp OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Box 1176 — Richmond 9, Va. 


“Joy is running wild in our home since your 


letter arrived announcing that I had won a 


Competitive Scholarship.” 


OCTOBER 3.1951 


From a winner of 1951. 
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